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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed on 23 January 2006. 

2. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 23 January 2006, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1, 8, 13, and 17 under Okimoto et al. (US 6,449,055) have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
Matsubara(JP 06-092541). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in ttiis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 15, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Matsubara (JP 06-092541 ). 

6. Regarding Claim 1 , Matsubara discloses a method for print scheduling, 
comprising: providing, at a user workstation, information to be printed as a print job 
(printing jobs to be executed); receiving a user input at the user workstation, identifying 
a time for printing the print job (scheduled time of the printing job to be executed); and 
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transmitting the print job from the user workstation to a printer at a time corresponding 
to the time identified by the user input (After the output of the printing job, a document 
sorting control means 4 acquires the document printing data of the prepared document 
file and stores the document printing data by assigned destinations of distribution in a 
spool file. The document printing data is then outputted by the destination of distribution 
to a printing device 6) (Abstract, CONSTITUTION, and paragraph [0008]). 

7. Regarding Claim 2, Matsubara discloses a method, further comprising: receiving 
a second user input at the user workstation, identifying a date for printing the print job; 
and wherein the print job is transmitted to the printer on a date corresponding to the 
date identified by the second user input (schedule management tool which stores in day 
by day [job activation] the print job which should be performed, and its activation 
schedule time of day) (paragraphs [0008] and [0018]). 

8. Regarding claim 3, Matsubara discloses a method, wherein the printer receives 
the print job at a time corresponding to the time identified by the user input and then 
prints the print job (a document file is generated when it reaches at activation schedule 
time of day, and this print job is completed) (paragraph [0008]). 

9. Regarding Claim 5, Matsubara discloses a method, wherein the printer is one of 
a laser printer, an ink jet printer, an impact printer, a solid-ink printer and a multifunction 
device (Drawing 1 , printing device 6). 

10. Regarding Claim 6, Matsubara discloses a method, further comprising: receiving 
a second user input identifying the printer (assigned destinations of distribution) 
(Abstract, CONSTITUTION, paragraph [0008]). 
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1 1 . Claims 8, 1 3 and 1 7 are rejected for the same reason as claim 1 . 

1 2. Claims 9 and 1 8 are rejected for the same reason as claim 4. 

1 3. Claim 1 0 is rejected for the same reason as claim 2. 

14. Claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reason as claim 3. 

15. Regarding Claim 15, Matsubara discloses a print scheduling system, wherein the 
means for initiating transmission is a digital data processor of the user workstation 
(document sorting control means 4) (Abstract, CONSTITUTION). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claims 4, 9, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsubara in view of Zhang et al. (US 6,016,478). 

1 8. Regarding Claim 4, Matsubara fails to teach a print scheduling method, wherein 
the print job comprises at least one of word processing data, spreadsheet data, 
graphical data, and database data. 

Zhang et al teach a print scheduling method, wherein the print job comprises at 
least one of word processing data, spreadsheet data, graphical data, and database data 
(database management systems, wordprocessors, spreadsheets and the like) (col. 4, 
lines 53-67). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Matsubara with the teaching of 
Zhang to have the contents of the transmitted print jobs to be comprised of word 
processing documents, spreadsheet documents, or the like to allow the user to be able 
to print various types of documents. 

1 9. Claims 9 and 1 8 are rejected for the same reason as claim 4. 

20. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsubara in view of Okimoto et al. (US 6,449, 00). 

21 . Regarding Claim 1 9, Matsubara fails to teach a computer readable medium, 
wherein the computer readable medium comprises volatile memory. 

Okimoto et al teaches a computer readable medium, wherein the computer 
readable medium comprises volatile memory (Fig. 2(b) RAM 133). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Matsubara with the teaching of 
Okimoto to comprise the computer memory with RAM and ROM since most computers 
on the market are manufactured with RAM and ROM. 

22. Regarding Claim 20, Matsubara fails to teach a computer readable medium, 
wherein the computer readable medium comprises non-volatile memory. 

Okimoto et al teaches a computer readable medium, wherein the computer 
readable medium comprises non-volatile memory (Fig. 2(b) ROM 138). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have combined the teachings of Matsubara with the teaching of 
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Okimoto to comprise the computer memory with RAM and ROM since most computers 
on the market are manufactured with RAM and ROM. 

Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Masui (JP 06-195183) discloses printing out print jobs requested from external 
devices while managing a queue with a scheduler 5, 

Shiohara (US 6,822,754) discloses a print data generation system. 

Wakai et al. (US 6,587,861) disclose an apparatus and method for controlling 
execution of a job. 

Okimoto et al. (US 6,449,055) disclose a print system capable of exchanging 
data in the form of electronic mail between a plurality of computer system over the 
Internet. 

Wegeng et al. (US 5,528,375) disclose an apparatus and method of scheduling 
and printing a job in a printing machine. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571 ) 272-7471 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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